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MLK
Family Fun
Day

Cornel
West back
in St. Pete

The 30th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards Breakfast
saw record-breaking crowds Mon., Jan. 18 at the Coliseum in downtown St. Pete.

Enjoying the fun slide.

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN



Photographs courtesy of Photos by KC

Staff Writer

BY FRANK DROUZAS

ST. PETERSBURG —
An estimated 4,000 people
came out to the inaugural
MLK Family Fun Day held
at Tropicana Field Mon.,
Jan. 18. The event was
brought to the community
by the Pinellas County
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
and
Attorney James
Flynn, Your Southside
Lawyer.
When Flynn, SCLC Executive Director Jeff Copland and city officials sit
down in the same room,
something positive is
bound to come out if it such
as last year’s Fall Festival
that drew in more than
5,000 people. And this
Monday was no different.
“It took a lot of hard
work and determination,”
See FUN, page 10

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) held
their 30th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards Breakfast
Mon., Jan. 18 at the historic Coliseum. Close to
1,300 people crowded in to
hear what the controver-

sial keynote speaker had
to say.
Rev. Dr. Jamal Harrison Bryant, pastor at the
Empowerment Temple in
Baltimore and a prominent figure in the Black
Lives Matter movement,
drew some heat for his
contentious anti-gay views.
Among his opening remarks, he apologized to
the NCNW for putting
them in the position of
having “to defend the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.” It
was neither his intention
nor his task, he explained,
to speak on anything related to a sermon he
preached in 2012, but to
speak on the “state of injustice in black America in
2016.”
Bryant noted he was
there not to speak out
against any community,
but to speak to the advancement of African
Americans in this hour. He

thanked the Tampa-St.
Pete area residents who
offered him support
through social media.
He went on to speak of
the state of America, noting that during the latest
presidential debate much
time was dedicated to the
middle class but nothing
was said about the poor.
“Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. said ‘poverty is
See BREAKFAST, pages 8

31st Annual Drum Major For Justice
Awards Banquet
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It
was 1985, two years after
President Ronald Reagan
signed the King Holiday
Bill establishing the third
Monday of every January
as a federal holiday, when
Sevell Brown, III had a vision from God to start a

national parade honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
in the tradition of the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade and others like it.
After the death of his
grandmother on All Hallows’ Eve 1985, he turned
his grief into America’s
MLK National Parade in
See BANQUET, page 6

L-R - Watson Haynes, Pastor Helvius L. Thompson
and Paul Rebein

Dr. Cornel West
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Nationally recognized intellectual and activist Dr. Cornel West was in town last
week for the 2016 Heritage
Lecture Series sponsored
by Pastor Clarence William
from Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church and Cross & Anvil
Human Services.
St. Petersburg College
Allstate Center was packed
with people coming to hear
the Professor Emeritus at
Princeton University, recipient of more than 20 honorary degrees and the
author of several books including the best-selling
“Race
Matters”
and “Democracy Matters.”
“What a blessing it is to
be back in St. Petersburg.
I’m glad to be back!” said
West, who spoke last year as
part of the 2015 Heritage Series at the Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church.
“How do we pass on the
great tradition that we received to our priceless
young people who are
catching hell these days,”
West asked as way of explanation of what this year’s
See WEST, page 9
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Maintaining the favor of God
Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to one of my
evening services starting Sundays at 3:00
pm.
This week started out Great.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and PhD’s in Systematic Theology!
I preached a message as the newly installed Local Pastor of my church, The Apostolic Open Door Church of God and true
Holiness, located at 2800 41st Ave North on
a very basic recipe for obtaining and maintaining the favor and blessings of God:
Psalm 37 King James Version (KJV)
37 Fret not thyself because of evildoers,
neither be thou envious against the workers
of iniquity. 2 For they shall soon be cut down
like the grass, and wither as the green herb.
3 Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt
thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt
be fed. 4 Delight thyself also in the Lord: and
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
5 Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also
in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 6 And
he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the
light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 7
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him:
fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who
bringeth wicked devices to pass. 8 Cease
from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 9 For evildoers
shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the
Lord, they shall inherit the earth. 10 For yet
a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea,
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and
it shall not be. 11 But the meek shall inherit
the earth; and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace. 12 The wicked plotteth
against the just, and gnasheth upon him with
his teeth. 13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for
he seeth that his day is coming. 14 The
wicked have drawn out the sword, and have
bent their bow, to cast down the poor and
needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation. 15 Their sword shall enter into
their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. 16 A little that a righteous man hath is
better than the riches of many wicked.
This lines up with; “I’ve seen the promised
land. I may not get there with you. But I want
you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will
get to the Promised Land. And I’m happy,
tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m
not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the
glory of the coming of the Lord.”
Sound familiar? Yeah, I bet it does. Know
why it sounds similar? Because the one who
said the latter got ALL of his saying and beliefs from the one who inspired the first.
One thing this Preacher/Pastor will
NEVER do is have someone who either
doesn’t live the life I have lived according to
the Word of God or believe the Word of God
attempt to tell, convince, or persuade me that
MY GOD ain’t who He says He is.
You don’t have to believe like I believe
BUT, I have evidence, facts, results that say
that there must be something to that Holiness, Apostolic way of living.
I’ve never really had a lot of money or

“things” but somehow we managed to raise
6 kids in this city, four who proudly serve
their country in the U.S. Military, one carrying a very good gpa a PWI, Predominately
White Institution, and oh by the way, the
wifey and I inching closer and closer to our
Silver Wedding Anniversary. (24 years in August)
We owe it all to and give ALL THE
PRAISE, GLORY, AND HONOR TO OUR
LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST!
Your thoughts, feelings, ideas, philosophies, ideologies, Dr. Philology, Oprahology
or whatever you choose to feel have some
significance in the life of a saint of God that is
a TRUE believer, have no merit and will
NEVER have me to compromise, water
down, or down play what the Bible says.
Attack the messengers, Great Men of
God, used to give us the inspired Word of
God, try to establish a contradiction, whatever you choose; My Holy Ghost Spirit will
shoot it down every time.
In closing I will just let the Word of God
speak to the “stuff” going on with regards to
the upcoming events in this city.
All you have to do is let the Word speak
for you. You don’t need to defend the Word
of God, it can stand alone all by Itself.
Leviticus 18:22, “You shall not lie with a
male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.”
Leviticus 20:13, “If there is a man who lies
with a male as those who lie with a woman,
both of them have committed a detestable
act; they shall surely be put to death. Their
blood guiltness is upon them.”
1 Corinthians 6:9-10, “Or do you not
know that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived;
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”
Romans 1:26-28, “For this reason God
gave them over to degrading passions; for
their women exchanged the natural function
for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the
same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their
desire toward one another, men with men
committing indecent acts and receiving in
their own persons the due penalty of their
error. 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them
over to a depraved mind, to do those things
which are not proper.”
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Pastor - The Apostolic Open Door
Church of God & True Holiness - 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice
for Circuit 6
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MLK candlelight vigil
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — A
standing room only crowd
packed the Carter G. Woodson African American Museum last Sun., Jan. 17, as
the community came out to
participate in the seventh
annual Candle Light Vigil in
honor of the humanitarian
spirit of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Dr. Kevin Parrott hosted
the event and conducted
everyone in the singing of
the Negro National Anthem
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
Invocation — Minister

Sharon Saulsby
Welcome — Frechette
Bradley
Soloist — Joan Ruffin
Performance piece
(Fannie Lou Hamer) — Andrida Hosey
Performance
piece
(Coretta Scott King) — Andresia Mosley
Soloist — Tabitha
Shorter
Saxophonist – Jordan
Bolds
Essayist — Jermaine
Robinson
As everyone exited the
museum and received their
candle for the procession
into the Legacy Garden, the

spirit of calm settled in as
everyone sang “This Little
Light of Mind.”
Once again, the young
people showed up and out
in a positive way. Ushers
were provided by LaShante
Keys and the Kappa League
Male Leadership Institute.
The photo session with
over forty young men and
women was similar to directing traffic at a busy intersection. In the end,
everyone was smiling, especially the parents.
For any questions about
upcoming events at the
Woodson Museum, please
call (727) 323-1104.
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35th Annual MLK High School Essay Contest finals
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
The excitement builds as
the parents, grandparents,
guardians and supporters of
this year’s finalists file in for
the 35th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. High
School Essay Contest Finals
held at the Enoch Davis
Community Center Thurs.,
Jan 14.
The excitement is amplified by the rhythmic beats
overhead from African
Tribal Orchestra’s album
Sounds Like Africa. The
stage looks forlorn, as an
oversized portrait of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
awaits the start of the contest with an inquisitive yet
solemn gaze.
As the contest commences the support can be
felt through the words and
emotions displayed on stage
during opening remarks by
Virginia Scott and Jarish
Jones, Master of Ceremonies.





 




For the first time since
the contest’s inauguration,
all six contestants were
African American females; a
proud accomplishment acknowledged by Virginia
Scott, EDC Senior Advisory
Council and Leontyne Middleton, both members of the
SPC of MLK, Jr. CO, Inc.
Diversity among the
contestants is always welcomed and has been the
norm throughout the existence of the contest, but
with this year’s finalists
being all female it has
shown the community that
women are no longer supporters in the background
but front running leaders.
The prompt for this
year’s contest was to identify a ‘Champion of Peace’
and why? After experiencing an increase in violent
protests, mass shootings,
and terrorist attacks around
the world over the last few
years, the words of these future leaders lingered heavily amongst the more than
45 attendees.

As stated by Leontyne
Middleton in her closing remarks these powerful,
young women “spoke about
our world today – multinational.” The champions
mentioned in the student’s
essays spanned the globe
from Pakistan, Kenya,
Liberia, and the United
States.
Contest winner and
Lakewood High School Senior Tasina Taylor’s tenacious presentation defined a
champion as “a person or
figure that fights, argues,
and defends greatly for a
cause on the behalf of something or someone.” Her
champion of peace is President Barack Obama.
With over 50 top accomplishments Tasina believes
the defining act that made
President Obama the ultimate champion of peace
was when he “ordered Special Forces to raid a secret
compound in Abbottabad,
Pakistan to assassinate the
calamitous leader Osama
Bin Laden” bringing Amer-
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ica great peace, a justice former president George W.
Bush could not serve.
Tasina won a $200 cash
prize and a seat at the VIP
table for her and an accompanying adult at the 30th
Annual MLK Leadership
Award breakfast being held
at the Coliseum Mon., Jan
18. Tasina and her guest will
enjoy breakfast with members of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s family.
First runner up Alexandra Givins, a junior at Gibbs
High School gave an impactful and emotional speech on
Malala Yousafzaoi, a young
woman in Pakistan who survived an assassination attempt by the Taliban for
bringing education to young
females in a country where
women are forbidden to
learn. Malala won Pakistan’s
first National Youth Peace
Prize for her efforts. Alexandra won a $100 cash prize.
Leymah Gbowee was
third place winner Amber
Seay’s champion. Leymah
Gbowee is a Liberian peace

  
    










 



activist known for stepping
up to protect the lives of
women and children in a
civil war ridden country.
Amber attends Lakewood
High School and won a $75
cash prize.
Fourth place winner Tatjana Simmons from Lakewood High School chose
Tegla Loroupe, a Kenyan
long distance and roadrunner who was the first
African American female to
win the New York City
Marathon. Tegla is a
spokeswoman for a peaceful
coexistence across the
globe.
Fifth place winner Brittany Matthews spoke of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and
his accomplishments that
advanced the civil rights
movement in the United
States.
Finalist Deonnie J.
Brown was unable to attend.
Carlos Walker, Jr. an 8th
Grader at John Hopkins
Middle played Lift Every
Voice on the violin. GLP Inspirational Dance Team pro-

vided the entertainment
while the judges discretely
tallied their scores.
Jacquilin Wallace, Shelia
Lamb, and Arcilous Mincey,
all educators, took on the
challenging role as judges.
Jarrish Jones, from St. Petersburg Youth Build, maintained his role as Master of
Ceremonies for the 7th
year. Charlie Williams, of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., and Virginia Scott of
SPC of MLK, Jr. CO, Inc.
presented the awards to the
finalists.
This event was sponsored by the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Organization, Inc.
Committee (SPC of MLK,
Jr. CO, Inc), in cooperation
with the Theta Eta Lambda
Education Foundation of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc.,
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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Community concert pays tribute to
the life and legacy MLK
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church held their annual concert paying tribute to
the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Daniel D., a classically
trained violinist who has
toured internationally, kicked
off the celebration with his
crowd-rousing rendition of
“It’s The God In Me.”
The Mt. Zion Progressive
Marching Band, in their maroon, gold, and white uniforms, strutted in sync down
the center aisle of the church
and took their positions in
the front of the sanctuary as
the community cheered
them on.
Always a spectacle of talent, youthful exuberance and
hope for the future, the
mighty marching band spiritually rocked the house.
Proud parents, church members and visitors alike stood
up and swayed with the
music.
As the marching band ex-

ited the sanctuary, the MLK
I Have A Dream Mass Choir,
under the direction of Minister Kevin B. Parrott, stood up
to entertain the audience of
more than 200 people.
Strong, young voices poured
out praises of tribute in honor
of Dr. King. If he were here
to see them, he would be
smiling from ear-to-ear.
The Warriors of Praise
were the first of two mime
groups to honor the legacy of
Dr. King. Their energy, expressions and moves had
everyone of the edge of their
seat if they were not already
standing.
Talking through movement, facial expression and
gestures can sometimes be
more impactful than any spoken or written word because
the language is universal, yet
interpreted differently depending on the individual
and where he or she may be
spiritually in life at the time.
Dream Mime performed
with razor sharp movement
and pinpoint focus. It reminded this writer of how onpoint Dr. King had to be

when locked for non-violently fighting for what was
humanly right or the times
he had to think beyond the
moment when attack dogs
were trying to rip him and
supporters apart as they
marched peacefully. Mime
has a unique way of expressing the best and worst of
human experience with tinge
of hope for a brighter day.
Turning out the evening
with a mini concert was
Cepeda McKay and No Limits. This group of five women
and one man performed like
they were getting ready for a
national tour; big voices,
synched harmonies and nonstop movement.
The south St. Petersburg
community has a reputation
for developing world-class
artists. Because Dr. King was
determined to put his life on
the line to tear down the
brick walls of segregation,
young artists like Cepeda
McKay and No Limits have
“no limits” to how far they
can go to achieve their
dreams.
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Continue the fight for fulfillment of Dr. King’s dream
From BANQUET, page 1

the space of two months.
The first year saw a crowd
upwards of 25,000 people.
For the first time in American history, white and
African-American marching
bands marched together in
salute and tribute to Dr.
King.
For the last 20 years,
crowds have averaged
around 100,000 in attendance,
all packed onto Central Avenue. With marching bands
from some 15 states across
the country, Brown’s vision
turned into the largest parade
honoring Dr. King in the
Southeastern United States.
To kick off the 31th anniversary of this homegrown MLK event series,
the National Christian
League of Councils (NCLC)
and The Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday & Legacy Association, Inc. hosted the Drum
Major for Justice Awards
Banquet Fri., Jan. 15 at the
Hilton St. Petersburg.
This year Attorney Paul
Rebein of Rebein Bergerter
Rebein, Law Firm, P.A.
played the part of Master of
Ceremonies. A platinum
sponsor, he was also the
honorary chair of the banquet.
“I feel an immense

weight, a need to say something significant and so I
tried to get some inspiration,” stated Rebein, remarking that he watched some of
King’s speeches and read
some of his writings leading
up to the banquet. However,
he felt he needed poetic inspiration and turned to the
most popular song of 2015.
He pulled out his phone
so that he could read the
lyrics just so: “Now watch
me whip. Now watch me nae
nae. Now watch me whip
whip. Watch me nae nae,”
he recited to a room full of
laugher.
The keynote speaker for
the evening was international renowned Pastor
Helvius L. Thompson, senior pastor of Grace Temple
Seventh-day Church in Fort
Worth, Texas. He had the
privilege to hear Dr. King
speak in Detroit and also attended his funeral.
Thompson said that God
has given everyone the capacity and the ability to
dream. People dream of financial freedom, success,
romance,
power
and
progress. He named off
dreamers throughout history such as Martin Luther
who ushered in the Protes-

tant
Reformation;
the
Wright
brothers
who
brought about the age of
flight and Charles Drew
who made blood transfusions possible.
“If you have a mind you
must have a dream for we
are created by God to
dream,” stated Thompson,
who continued on by saying
that people will not always
acknowledge, accept or endorse your dreams.
He warned not to share
your dreams with the wrong
people, and be careful that
you do not assault the
dreams of children, “but we
must motivate them and empower them to dream.”
“Non dreamers know
how to destroy dreams,” he
said. Non dreamers will
sometimes kill both the
dream and the dreamer.”
Thompson went on to
tell the account of Joseph in
Genesis 37. When he was 17
years old he had two dreams
that showed his brothers
bowing down to him, which
made them plot his demise.
“Joseph was a dangerous
dreamer,” he said, stating
that his brothers despised
him and his dreams.
He said both Joseph and
Dr. King were hated for

their dreams. Dr. King had
the audacity to dream of an
America with racially equality and justice for all. He
dreamed of a nation free of
racism, bigotry and discrimination. “He had a dream
that would truly make
America great.”
Dr. King not only
dreamed, he put his dreams
into action with marches,
freedom rides, boycotts,
demonstrations and even
going to prison.
“Men are dangerous
who dream dreams and put
their dreams into action,” he
said quoting T.E. Lawrence.
Thompson said when
the walls of segregation
began to crumble and laws
were being challenged and
changed, his enemies then
tried to “discredit the
dreamer.” Finding it appalling that the FBI watched
his every move to find something that would bring the
movement to a halt, they
even recruited black leaders
and trusted friends who
fought with Dr. King to criticize him.
“You can’t attack the
dreamer without causing
damage to the dream,” he
said, admitting that Dr. King
had his shortcomings but

never did he attack his attackers who were guilty of
doing what they accused
him of.
On August 28, 1963,
when Dr. King spoke of his
dream, Thompson said, he
had pronounced his own
death. Going back to the account on Joseph, his brothers said in Genesis 37: 19
and 20 to kill Joseph and “we
shall see what will become
of his dreams.”
“They
killed
the
dreamer, but the dream lives
on,” stated Thompson, who
then said the dream in
America is still unrealized
and unfulfilled even after the
election of the first AfricanAmerican president.
“As we see racism
emerging openly again in
American in spite of having
a black president…As we
see young black boys shot
down and executed by vicious policeman…As Congress stifles programs that
would help black Americans
and the poor, the dream is
unrealized and unfulfilled,”
he exclaimed.
Today it is not the content of the character,
Thompson believes, but it’s
still the color of one’s skin
“economically, educationally

and legislatively.” Thompson said that in many ways
we have retrogressed from
the advancements of the
Civil Rights Movement and
the dream of Dr. King is still
unfulfilled.
Three and a half years
after the “I have a dream”
speech, Dr. King declared
that his dream had become
a nightmare. He told a reporter that “old optimism” of
the Civil Rights Movement
was “a little superficial” and
now needed to be tempered
with “a solid realism.” But
Dr. King did not give up on
his dream and the nightmarish realities.
“Even though the dream
has turned into a nightmare,
it’s still a good dream…It is
still an important dream,”
said Thompson, stating that
we must continue to fight for
and labor for the dream and
do everything we can to
make progress.
Entertainment provided
by the St. Pete Mime Ministry, gospel recording artist
Elder Kelvin Jackson and
national gospel recording
artist Derek Smith all had
the room on their feet. The
night ended with everyone
holding hands and singing
“We Shall Overcome.”
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Project: ‘King’s Dream Unite’
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
As part of the nationwide
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
of Service, a substantial
crowd gathered as a mural
by local artist Ya La’ford
was unveiled on the north
side of the historic Manhattan Casino in Midtown
Monday.
Titled “King’s Dream
Unite,” La’ford and 25 students from MYcroSchool
Pinellas, a tuition-free,
dropout recovery, public
school,
charter
high
painted the expansive
30’x30’ mural in one week
with what was described as
a “tremendous amount of
paint.”
“King’s Dream Unite” is
a community mural where
La’ford admits the commu-

nity helped her realize
Martin Luther King Jr.’s
dream.
“The mural is about
unity, this is about how
we’re connected, this is
about how we can pull and
collaborate the community
together where I am not
only exposing you to the visual but also to the dance
and to the music, I am kind
of forging these forces together to have something
so impactful to the community,” she said.
The event Monday
began with the roar of the
Mt. Zion Progressive Community Marching Band.
The 13-percussion piece ensemble’s force and presence brought the crowd
alive with the beat of their
drums and crash of their
cymbals.
“The pounding of the

drums represents our
heartbeats coming together,” said La’ford at the
end of the event.
Jacqueline
Williams
Hubbard, Esq./Pres., St.
Pete Chapter, The Association for the Study of African
American Life and History
(ASALH) spoke of the importance of the mural’s location on the side of the
historic Manhattan Casino.
For 40 years the Manhattan
Casino played an instrumental role in south
St. Petersburg arts, entertainment, and cultural development in the 1920s
when Jim Crow segregation laws were still prevalent.
The Moving Mural, a
collaborative dance and
song presentation performed by dancer and rehearsal director Helen

Hansen French, singer
Becca
McCoy,
MYcroSchool students and Mt.
Zion Impact Dance Ministry confirmed that arts
and entertainment still
thrive in Midtown.
La’ford along with
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin, Councilwomen
Lisa Wheeler-Brown and
Darden Rice and Chris
Steinocher, president and
CEO St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce cut
the ribbon as the tarp simultaneously raised, revealing the unified efforts
of a diverse community.
The mural consists of a
black background with silver intersecting geometrical lines starting from the
base of the building like
tree roots that grow upwards to form the trunk
and then a circular crown.

The crown embraces two illuminated circles, one inside
the
other.
A
description by La’ford is essential to understand the
magnitude of the piece.
“Black represents the
color of our people, the
lines forge together in silver, silver being one of the
oldest and most precious
metals, as precious as our
people. The three circles
represent all of us rotating
around each other for infinity. The geometric patterns
represent how all of our
lives intersect, everyone’s
life journey may have traversed to the left or to the
right but they will all intersect at some point. The center
two
circles
are
illuminated to acknowledge
the presence of a higher
being connecting us all together.”

La’ford consistently involves children in her art to
show that art is in everything that they do and see.
This project provided MYcroSchool Pinellas students
with the opportunity to participate in something they
would not have normally
done.
The mural unveiling
also included a free book
giveaway for students and
children courtesy of Keep
St. Pete Lit and Bluebird
Books. Students received
bookmarks where they
could write their response
finishing MLK Jr.’s famous
sentence “I have a dream.”
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
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decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
30th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards Breakfast
From BREAKFAST, page 1

the bride of crime,’” Bryant
stated. “And America has
declared war on crime but
doesn’t say a word about
poverty.”
Bryant told the crowd
that he “hates” where we
are as a nation and that
there’s a “disproportionate
wedge when we deal with
the economy.”
“Something ought to
upset you to the fact that we
don’t have enough to retire,” he said, “so that our
parents are working and
working and working, and
in this hour don’t even receive a gold watch. Something ought to upset you.
This is the largest generation of black grown people
who live with their parents with no higher trajectory to do more for the
generation that comes behind them.”
He pointed out the black
people are America’s leading consumers but the
“least producers” and that
African Americans are still
the last hired and the first
fired. He lamented the
young generation’s false
sense of entitlement, when
too many of them have cell
phones but can’t conjugate
verbs. He also wondered
how America can somehow find a billion dollars for

the lottery but won’t feed or
take care of its veterans.
“America owes you,
Florida, a debt of gratitude,”
he said. “Thank you so
much for delivering Barack
Obama to the White House.
Florida, if we would’ve just
have awakened you earlier,
you
could’ve
stopped
Bush!”
To thunderous applause
at this comment, he followed it by saying, “Whatever you do, please keep
Donald Trump at the casino
and let’s rebuild an America
that will look better for the
generation yet to come!”
Bryant then delivered
an inspirational speech
about overcoming obstacles, as he recalled the
rough path of his youth
when he failed the 11th
grade, got kicked out of
school and had to secure a
GED. He admitted that
even his high school guidance counselor told his parents he wasn’t college
material, that he should go
to military school to get discipline or join the job corps.
Incidentally, that same
high school guidance counselor is now an usher at his
church.
He recalled ultimately
getting into Atlanta’s Morehouse College on proba-

tion, graduating and matriculating into Duke University where he received a
Masters of Divinity. Prior to
pastoring, Bryant served as
the national youth and college director of the NAACP
for six years. He has led
young people worldwide on
non-violent campaigns and
social activism.
His closing message
was one of love.
“I love you, St. Petersburg,” he declared. “I love
you, Tampa. I love you,
LGBT community. I love
you, protestors. I love you,
mayor, even if you didn’t
give me a key!”
Referring directly to the
controversial choice of
Bryant being selected as
the keynote speaker of this
year’s gathering—and his
own refusal to give Bryant
the key to the city—Mayor
Rick Kriseman denied intimations by news outlets, social media and word of
mouth that he didn’t want
Bryant in St. Pete, or that
he wanted Bryant “uninvited” as the event’s
speaker.
“Please hear me when I
say this to you this morning: nothing is further from
the truth,” the mayor
stated, adding it is not the
function of the mayor to re-

view or endorse the event’s
program, as he is an invited
guest like everyone else.
Kriseman had refused to
give Bryan the key to the
city due to his message of
intolerance.
Aware that many in the
community and beyond will
look to see how the event
unfolds, the mayor said he
is “comforted and confident
that they will see our city at
its best,” pointing out
that St. Pete is a city that
champions diversity and
deeply respects the values
that it brings, which includes diversity of background, race, religion and
thought.
“My singular encouragement,” Kriseman said,
“is for as many of our residents as possible to emulate
Dr. King’s example with
service of their own. St. Petersburg is a welcoming
city. Our doors swing open
for all who come to live,
work and play. That, of
course, includes Rev.
Bryant and all others who
are here with us this morning, and all who come to St.
Petersburg every day.”
After the slightest
pause, he quipped: “Maybe
except Donald Trump,”
which raised a huge collective laugh from the crowd.

Last month the mayor
joked on Twitter that he
banned Trump from entering St. Pete soon after GOP
presidential hopeful Trump
publicly demanded the U.S.
bar Muslims from entering
the country.
While Bryant did not receive a key to the city, he
was presented with a glass
sculpture of an eagle from
the NCNW for “flying
through adversity.”
Former Mayor Rick
Baker commended NCNW
President Angela Rouson
for “standing tall” through
the controversy and not resending her invitation to
Bryant.
The morning continued
with the awards presentation to community leaders
who have made an extraordinary personal commitment to serve humanity.
The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership Award
went to Teralyn Hodge for
uplifting all women in the
community.
Lyn Johnson received
the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Humanitarian Award for
carrying on the legacy of
her father, Cleveland Johnson, Jr. by giving a voice to
the voiceless. As publisher
of The Weekly Challenger,
she works tirelessly to pro-

mote the community.
The Youth Educational
Incentive Awards went to
students T’Nora Deesaw
and Asanti Poole, both from
from Osceola Fundamental
High School, and Edgar
Martin from Lakewood
High School.
Niaya White from Calvary Christian High School
received the Brittany Gordon Excellence in Achievement Award and Reverend
Louis Murphy, Sr. of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church received the Faith-Based
Award.
Longtime local broadcaster John Wilson, who
served as Master of Ceremony, noted to the crowd
that the Leadership Breakfast has become one of the
most important civic events
in the city. The proceeds
from the breakfast are used
to benefit the human services programs of the
NCNW St. Pete.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch Rev.
Dr. Jamal Harrison Bryant’s
speech and Alex Harris perform Sam Cooke’s “A
Change is Gonna Come.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 Heritage Lecture Series
From WEST, page 1

gathering is fundamentally
about.
A crucial thing, he said,
is it has to do with love of
the truth and the condition of truth is to always
allow suffering to speak,
and there is no truth until
all the voices are heard.
He
lamented
that
we find ourselves living in
an age of cupidity, where
people are overly concerned about attracting
money. “Curtis Mayfield
would sound like Pat Boone
if he was only concerned
about money!” he said.
Young folks, he said addressing the youth in the
audience, we want you to
learn how to be free in
order to be part of the
“grand tradition,” which is
the black freedom struggle.
He went on to say that we
are living in the age of Ferguson, where young black
people have reached the
conclusion that they’re sick
and tired of being profiled
and sick and tired of being
abused.
He paraphrased Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
when he urged young
African Americans to
“straighten their backs up”
because other folks can’t
ride their backs unless
they’re bent.
How do we get our
young people to “straighten
their backs up,” he asked
rhetorically, and stand and
think critically about themselves, community and the
world and open their souls
up in such a way that they
allow love and compassion
and empathy to flow so that

they will have some hope
and they can find something relevant to do rather
than be caught in a culture
that dishes out massive
of “weapons of distraction?”
He blames this culture
with keeping young people and their bodies
so “stimulated and titillated”
that their minds do not get
a chance to be cultivated.
We can tell our young
people, he said, that they
have the capacity to cultivate a love of truth, a love of
beauty, a love of justice, a
love of neighbor. You don’t
love what your enemies are
doing? Just love your enemies, as they might change
their minds and they can
become allies further on
“down the road.”
Today’s families are
weak, the communities are
shattered, the drugs and
guns have come in, he said,
and in the school systems
too many young people
have very little access to
what cultivates critical intelligence.
“Schools themselves
have been militarized,” he
said. “That’s what neo-liberal ideology in our capitalist age is all about.
You financialize, you privatize and you militarize.
That’s what they try to do to
public institutions like public schools.”
He bemoaned the elimination of arts programs in
schools, adding that there
will never be a black freedom movement that doesn’t
put music at its center, for
that has been a fundamen-

tal way in which African
Americans have preserved
their dignity. He cited the
“Delfonics,” the “Temptations” and the “Miracles” as
important musical groups
in his life.
He also complained
about the lack of such
bands for young people
today to grow up with. He
called the legendary Lou
Rawls a “soul-stirrer,” and
wondered
where
the
today’s soul-stirrers are for
the younger generation.
“I’m not saying it’s not
there,” he averred, “I’m saying it’s getting weaker.”
He renounced the “powers that be” that want it that
way, as the recording industry, the radio industry, the
film industry, the live performance industry, is run
by “big money” and the
same oligarchs.
“You notice a song has a
story and narrative that
touch you at a deeper level,”
he said, “that connected
your mind and your heart
and your soul, it wasn’t just
stimulation of body. The difference between Beyoncé
and Aretha.”
He pointed out that
young people today find
themselves in a paradoxical
situation, as on the one
hand they face physical
death, psychic death, civic
death and spiritual death
every day of their lives, and
yet on the other hand they
also find it difficult to be
able to stand up, come together, organize, mobilize
and sustain a movement for
freedom in the age of Ferguson.

It’s a challenge for those
of the “old school”—everyone over 35—to show the
love for young people and
let them know that they
come from a tradition with
the highest standards of excellence when it comes to
achievements such as
scholarships, reading, writing and other forms of accomplishments that help
and serve those “catching
hell,” he attested.
Like the writings of
many African-American authors such as James Baldwin, Toni Morrison and
Richard Wright, it’s about
“looking at the world from
below.”
Appreciation of ancestors and keeping the traditions alive are important, he
stressed.
“Are you willing to deal
with truth and bear witness
and go down swinging like
Ella Fitzgerald or Muhammad Ali,” he asked. “That’s
the tradition we’re talking
about. And it’s getting
weaker and weaker.”
America’s culture of
being obsessed with profits
and money serves to produce a “spiritual malnutrition,” West observed, which
in turn makes people callous
to the sufferings of others.
“Four hundred billionaires in America and over
40 million people living in
poverty! One percent of the
population owning 40 percent of the wealth!” he said
incredulously, calling the
disproportionate amount of
black children living at or
below the poverty level a
“moral disgrace.”

Where is the outrage
and righteous indignation,
he wanted to know. What
does it take? Do we need 80
percent of black children to
live in poverty before we become outraged?
Going back centuries,
he said, there have been
many moments in human
history in which structures
of domination have reigned,
and therefore, how can we
create some interruption of
this structure?
“The only thing that
does is a love of truth and
justice and beauty and
neighbor,” West said.
He told the young people on hand that love is
going to break all this hatred, manipulation and bullying, and encouraged them
to show the depths of their
love by being willing to exemplify it in themselves and
even be scarred by it.

Part of our problem is,
he said, is that just 50 years
ago we had black leaders
who never aspired to leadership, they aspired to loving black people and were
elevated to leadership because of the depths of their
love. The last thing you
ever want to do is be a
leader of people who’ve
been taught to hate themselves, he warned.
“When you reach that
point of righteous indignation,” he said, “will it be channeled for love and justice, or
will it be channeled for hatred and revenge? If it’s the
latter, no matter how militant
you think you are you’re just
reproducing the same cycle
of hatred and revenge that
was coming at you.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Family Fun Day pumps up positive vibes
From FUN, page 1

stated Copeland. He along
with Toriano Parker, president of the Pinellas County
SCLC and Flynn, who invested some of his own
money, all worked together
with the Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Deputy
Mayor
Kanika Tomalin, Police
Chief Anthony Holloway
and city councilmembers
to make the event a success.
All of this coming together began as a result of
a game of golf at the beginning of the year.
“The Mayor and I were
playing golf, and I shared
what we wanted to do because Martin Luther King
was all about family,” said
Copland. So Toriano and I
started working on the vision and here we are
today.”
Of course, having a dependable business partner
like Flynn as a friend could
only heighten the chances
of success. According to
Copeland, Flynn paid the
entire tab of bringing the
headline performer Da
Brat, a female rap icon,
here to perform.
In less than a month, all
the pieces of the puzzle fell
into place, and with secur-

ing 84 vendors, carnival
rides and free clothing
giveaways, it was no easy
feat.
A huge draw to the
event was the car show.
Revved up sports cars with
monster music systems,
gold-plated carburetors,
dual exhaust pipes, 24 inch
wheels and huge V8 engines could be seen
sparkling in the noon day
sun.
Altogether, the Family
Fun Day extravaganza cost
between $45,000 and
$50,000, according to
Copeland. However, that
price tag could not be
measured in dollars and
cents but in smiles, exhilarating screams of children
on the fun slide and the
stream of humanity from
all walks of life enjoying an
iconic multi-million dollar
rap artist throw down the
funk.
Da Brat in the Burg
Shawntae Harris—also
known as Da Brat—invited
audience members on
stage to perform with her.
“Does anybody out
there think they can sing,”
asked Da Brat. A sudden
dead silence was followed
by a tiny voice.

“I can,” said seven-yearold McKenzie.
After she was lifted on
stage, DaBrat squatted to
McKenzie’s level and said,
“Well, what are you going
to sing for us?”
Without much hesitation McKenzie responded,
“This Girl Is On Fire.”
The crowd quieted
down, and as soon as
McKenzie hit the first note
of the hook, it was a done
deal. This seven-year-old
future heartbreaker was
given the chance to share
the stage with a rap legend—and nailed the opportunity.
No amount of money
spent on this event could
be enough to pay for that
treasured moment.
“That’s what it’s about,”
said Copeland. “Opening
up to the community and
giving it a chance!”
Next year, Copeland
said, they will have rollercoasters and bumper cars.
Additional sponsors included the Hilton Hotel,
95.7 The Beat, AVA and
The Weekly Challenger.
Annual Awards Banquet
Instead of being home
preparing for the MLK

Family Fun Fest, Parker
and Copeland along with
the rest of the Pinellas
County SCLC were hosting the Freedom, Justice,
Equality Awards Banquet
Sun., Jan 17 at the St. Petersburg Museum of History in downtown St. Pete.
As more than 200 people enjoyed a delicious
meal
catered
by
Ameenah’s Garden, spoken-word
artist
and
keynote speaker Marques
Clark spoke on Dr. Martin
Luther King’s nightmare,
which was the continued
oppression of African
Americans and war being
waged years after his “I
have a dream” speech.
Dr. King gave the
“Christmas Sermon on
Peace on Christmas” Eve
in 1967 at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church, where he
served as co-pastor. Fortynine years after his sermon, American finds itself
in the same situation.
“I watched that dream
turn into a nightmare as I
moved through the ghettos of the nation and saw
my black brothers and sisters perishing on a lonely
island of poverty in the
midst of a vast ocean of

material prosperity, and
saw the nation doing nothing to grapple with the Negroes’ problem of poverty.
I saw that dream turn into
a nightmare as I watched
my black brothers and sisters in the midst of anger
and understandable outrage, in the midst of their
hurt, in the midst of their
disappointment, turn to
misguided riots to tr y to
solve
that
problem,”
preached Dr. King.
“We are living Martin’s
nightmare,” stated Clark,
who said we need to look
in the mirror and ask ourselves “what are we made
up of?”
“One of greatest dangers man faces is not the
danger he faces on the outside, but the truths he
wrestles with on the inside,” said Clark.
He said that in the face
of evil and injustice to all
people, black, white, yellow brown, red or indifferent, those who sit idly by
are no better than the
priest who saw the injured
man on the road to Jericho
and did nothing.
He asked what we are
doing, not just on the
streets of St. Pete and

Tampa, but on streets all
over the world.
“Not to decide is to decide,” he continued, saying
that turning a deaf ear and
a blind eye to young black
men being mauled down in
the streets and when citizens of this community
cannot stand in solidarity
with every ethnic and gender background, “then
you’ve made a decision.”
Clark’s call to action
roused the room.
Awards presentation
2016 Humanitarian
Award — City Councilmember Charlie Gerdes
Leader in Education
Award — Denise Ford
Community Ser vice
Award — Theresa Jones
Drum Major for Justice — Judge Patrice
Moore
2016 Leadership —
Mike Jefferis
2016 Role Model
Award — Terr y Lipsey
Scott
The SCLC also honored Frank Mora, Kevin
Edwards, Clifford Singh
and Steve Alliman for their
service to the country.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  




 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Contact:
727-896-2922

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for January

Jan 23 - New Membership Fellowship Dinner 3-5
p.m.
Jan 27-30 - Congress No.
2-Host Church: St. John First
Baptist Institutional Church,
Palmetto, FL
Jan 31 - Mission Emphasis Sunday and Operation
Love
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and

Pastor’s Corner
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their regular
Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am or the 10:45 am and
Sunday Church School at
9:30 am.“WEDNESDAY IN
THE WORD” NOON DAY
FROM 12:00 NOON UNTIL
1:00 PM (THE BEST ONE
HOUR OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” AT 7:00 PM
– THE COMMUNITY IS
WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD”
STUDIES
IN
GOD'S WORD AND HOW
IT RELATES IN YOUR
DAILY WALK. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday
Services anytime – you will
find that all services place
great emphasis on our Savior
Jesus Christ and His loving
atonement for all mankind.
The Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP”
in fellowship. Continue to lift
up in Prayer for the Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Young
People, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families
that are amongst us.
JANUARY
AT
A
GLANCE
“Members Who Have
Gone From Labor to Reward
in 2015”

Sis. Lucille Black - Bro.
Henry Allen Boyd, III - Sis.
Katherine
J.
Burr
Bro.
Arlanzo
Byrd
Sis.Veronica Byrd Latimore Bro.
Charles
Cheatum
Bro. David Copeland - Sis.
Diane Douglas - Bro. Robert
I. (Sonny) Henderson Bro.
O.C. Houston - Sis. Beverly
Jackson - Sis. Hattie Lee
Newkirk Jones
Sis.
Patricia Ann Fikes-Lamb Sis. Barbara Jean Lynch Min. Renee Miller
Bro.
Thomas (Tom) Papaleo - Sis.
Carrie B. Rivers - Sis. Daisy
Robinson
Bro. George
Robinson - Sis. Carneatha
(Connie) Sierman - Bro. Eugene Simmons Sis. Dorothy
Taylor
2nd Annual Memorial
Celebration will be the Fifth
Sunday, January 31, 2015 at
the 8:45 am Worship Service,
Friendship Cordially Invites
the Families, Friends and
Community to Attend this
Memorial Tribute.
Sunday, January 31, 2016
– 8:00 am Church School,
8:45 am Worship Service –
This is a FIFTH SUNDAY
SCHEDULE ONLY.
Thought for the Week:
“We are not wrong, we are
not wrong in what we are
doing. If we are wrong, the
Supreme Court of this nation
is wrong. If we are wrong,
the Constitution of the
United States is wrong. And
if we are wrong, God
Almighty is wrong. If we are
wrong, Jesus of Nazareth

was merely a utopian
dreamer that never came
down to Earth. If we are
wrong, justice is a lie, love
has no meaning. And we are
determined here in Montgomery to work and fight
until justice runs down like
water, and righteousness like
a mighty stream.”
Address at Holt Street
Baptist
Church,
Montgomery, Alabama, 1955 – Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr..
Don’t let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S,
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist District Association
Women’s Auxiliary Foreign
Mission Project which is underway.

                         

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Set an intention
“…God is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of
the heart (Hebrews 4:12).”
Every year, many of us
make New Years’ resolutions
that we do not keep. Often
before the month of January
is over, we have abandoned
those resolutions to lose
weight, stop smoking, find a
new job, go back to school,
start attending church, etc.
After feeling discouraged,
then we decide to wait for another significant time of year
to have a fresh start over such
as a birthday or anniversary.
In 2016, instead of making a
resolution, let’s set an inten-

tion.
Intentions answer the
question what? It clarifies for
us what the goal is so that we
will know when we have
reached it. Intentions make
our desires clear and concise.
They include benchmarks so
that we are aware of when we
hit the bulls eye and how far
we have to go.
Intentions also answer the
question why? They explain
why we are doing what we are
doing. God is not only concerned about what we do but
the motives behind what we
do. God is not only concerned
about what we say but the rea-

sons why we say what we say.
Are you doing it just because
someone else is doing it or
are you doing it for your highest good?
Delight yourself in the
Lord and he will give you the
desires of your heart (Psalms
37:4). God will bless our intentions and give us the desires of our hearts if we put
God first and seek him. Seek
first the Kingdom and God’s
righteousness all these things
will be added (Matthew 6:33).
What is your intention for
2016?

16

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016

